
 

 

 
 

The King’s University 
BIBL5305 - The Life of Jesus in Historical Context 

Dr. John Spurling 
817-552-3776 

Fall Semester 2015 
 

Course Description: 

This course focuses on a multifaceted examination of the life and teachings of Jesus. An 
emphasis will be placed on the significance of references to Jesus through history 
including the incarnation and humanity of Jesus as a “typical” rabbi of the Second 
Temple period. Also, this course will trace the significant events in Jesus life and their 
impact on the fulfillment of prophecy. 

 
 
Course Purposes: 

Upon satisfactory completion of this course participants will be able to: 
A. develop a living portrait of the historical Jesus from the biblical text and other related 

sources. 
B. explore the various human characteristics of Jesus as a Jewish rabbi from the second 

temple period. 
C. gain insight into the teaching ministry of Jesus, through a detailed examination of the 

world of Jesus. 
D. understand the setting of Christ’s life with its social, political, and spiritual aspects. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

Upon satisfactory completion of the course participants will have: 
A. Understood the value of Christ’s incarnation to humanity and the overall Kingdom of God. 
B. Realize the universal and personal importance of the birth, life, death and resurrection of 

Christ. 
C. Comprehend how Christ responded to the many different elements of society in which He 

lived. 
D. Know how to model the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord, God, King, Master and Savior in their 

life and ministry. 
 

Required Text: 
 

Sweet, Leonard and Viola, Frank.  Jesus: A Theography.  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2012. 
412 pages. 
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Keener, Craig.  The Historical Jesus of the Gospels. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing, 2009. 831 pages. (selected readings) 

 
* Additional reading assignments provided by the Professor during the semester. 
 
 
Recommended Reading: 
 
Wilson, Marvin. Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith. Grand Rapids: 

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publisher, 1990. 395 pages. 
 

Stein, Robert H. Jesus the Messiah: A Survey of the Life of Christ. IVP Academic, 1996. 290 
pages. 

 

Blomberg, Craig L. Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey. Nashville, TN:  B & 
H Academic Publishing, 2009.  512 pages. (selected pages). 

 
 

Course Requirements: 

A. Book Critiques: Read the assigned pages in the required reading and provide a 
three-page, typed, double-spaced critic of the books. Due Date: October 28th. 

 
B. Online Video Assignments:  View a series of two or three video teachings 

assignments and write a 500-750 word reaction for EACH teaching.    
Due Date: Nov. 2nd. 

 
C. Mid-Term Exam:  An examination of the first seven weeks of this course will be 

given during the week of September 28th - October 2nd. 
 

D. Jesus Teaching Research Project:  Complete a biblical review and evidence 
supporting the rabbinic teaching methodology used by Jesus. Due Date: Oct. 21st. 

 
E. Research Paper:  Write a 14-16 page paper on a selected topic from a    
 specific topic option provided by the professor. Due Date: Nov. 17th. 

 
F. Final Exam: An examine covering the second half of course content will be given 

during finals week. 
 
 
Course Evaluation: 

A. Book Critiques  10% 
B. Online Video Assignment  10% 
C. Mid-Term Exam 20% 
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D. Jesus Teaching Method Research Project 10%  
E. Research Paper  20% 
F. Final Exam 30% 

 100% 
 
Cell Phone and Internet Class Policy:  All students are to refrain from any cell phone usage 
during class. Also, to enhance the learning experience, do not engage in personal internet 
activity during class time unless instructed by the professor. Computers should be used for 
note taking ONLY during class. 
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